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1. PROJECT AND COMMITMENT
1.1

Purpose

ABM Resources NL is an exploration company with the majority of tenure and activities occurring within the
Northern Territory. Activities include:




Soil and Rock Chip Sampling.
Geological Investigations
Drilling Operations.

As part of ongoing operations, equipment and freight moves occur between project areas. If not managed the
introduction and spread of weeds across the project areas can threaten natural ecosystems by out competing
native species, changing water quality and changing fire regimes. To prevent these impacts and other potential
effects of weeds on the environment ABM is committed to:



Preventing the introduction of weeds, and
Prevent the spread of any preexisting weed occurrences/infestations within project areas as a result of
activities across areas in which it operates.

Operational areas include the Tanami Project and Suplejack Project, see Figure 1. The aim of this plan is to
reduce the risk of weeds and guide the management of weeds across all projects.
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Figure 1: Location of ABM's Exploration Projects in the Northern Territory
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2. WEED SPECIES
Under the Weeds Management Act, weeds are divided into the following classes:
1. Class A: To be eradicated.
2. Class B: Growth and spread to be controlled.
3. Class C: Not to be introduced.
All Class A and B declared weeds are also automatically Class C declared weeds, which means they are not to
be introduced to the Northern Territory. Class B/C weeds are to be subject to continuing control measures to
prevent their spread. Reasonable attempts must be made to contain the growth and prevent the movement of
these plants.
The majority of ABM’s tenure falls within the Tanami Bioregion, see Figure 1. According to the Department of
Land Resource Management seven declared weeds currently listed under the Northern Territory Weeds
Management Act 2001 are known to occur in the Tanami Bioregion:








Mossman River Grass (Cenchrus Setiger)
Hyptis (Hyptis suaveolens);
Rubber bush (Calatropis procera)
Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia Aculeata);
Spiny-Head Sida (Sida Acuta)
Flannel Weed (Sida Cordifolia)
Caltrop (Tribulus Terrestris)

-

Class B/C
Class B/C
Class B/C
Class B/C
Class B/C
Class B/C
Class B/C

-

Suplejack & Tanami
Suplejack & Tanami
Suplejack
Tanami
Suplejack & Tanami
Suplejack
Suplejack & Tanami

All exploration personnel are provided with the NT Weed ID Deck book (NTRETAS, 2012) which contains most
of the declared weeds found in project areas. All weeds not found in the ID book are provided in Appendix B.

3. SCOPE
3.1

Hazards and Potential Impacts

Exploration activities have the potential to introduce weeds and/or increase existing pest populations. The
potential impact that these pest species may have on the project area include:
Hazard – unmanaged weed establishment during exploration activites may lead to:



degradation of threatened species habitat
altered fire regime (i.e. increase frequencies and intensities.

Exploration activity - vehicle movements during operations may lead to:


spread of existing or new weeds to the area.

3.2

Legislation and Standards



Weed Management Act 2001 (NT)



Revised National Weeds Strategy 1999



Plant Health Act 2008 (and associated regulations)
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3.3

Objectives



To prevent spread of established weeds within project area.



To prevent introduction of additional weed species to the project area



To manage any weed populations adjacent to major camps.



To minimise disturbance to areas of declared weeds

3.4

Targets



No increase in the distribution of existing weed species.



No introduction of new weed species.

3.5

Performance Indicators



No new weed species introduced to the site.



No increase in the existing populations of known weed species.

4. WEED MANAGEMENT MEASURES
4.1

Prevention

The most effective means to control weeds is to prevent their introduction to a site. To achieve this, the following
practices are used:
Staff education


Educate staff during inductions of the potential to introduce weeds.



Make weed identification information and control handbooks available to all staff and encourage
reporting of weed sightings.

Weed Hygiene Procedure:


Equipment/Vehicles are to be washed or cleaned down prior to entering and moving between sites and
if moving from an area of known weed infestation to a weed free area.



Contractor equipment entering site are inspected and a Weed and Introduces Species Hygiene sheet is
completed and filed (Appendix A).



Equipment/Vehicles that are identified as requiring cleaning will be cleaned in the designated wash or
clean down area and reinspected.
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If equipment moves from an area of known weed infestation to another area it is required to be inspected
and undergo thorough cleaning if required. If insufficient water available for washing equipment mud and
vegetation should be removed by hand using brushes sticks and/or air hoses.



Check clothing, hats, socks and shoes for seeds and burrs after working in a weed infested area. If
required remove seeds and burrs.

Avoidance:
Where possible avoid areas with heavy weeds infestations. This will limit the spread of weeds.
Minimise Site Disturbance:
Soil disturbance must be minimised by only clearing the area required and progressively clearing footprints ahead
of activities. By minimising disturbance the opportunity for weed establishment is reduced.

4.2

Control

If weeds are identified at an area that is the result of ABM activities the following steps will be completed.
Define and Map:





Define the area of extent of the weed occurrence and associated control program.
Record the GPS locations (MGA 94) of the weed occurrences, weed name, size of infestation and density
(i.e. number of the plants).
Send data to senior geologist or delegate to record within the weed register.
Report the weed occurrence if required.

Planning weed control:
Choose the method of treatment either chemical or mechanical for each identified weed species. If weeds can
be isolated and removed by hand and disposed of this will be done. A number of common weeds can be
controlled by Glyphosate (i.e. Roundup Bioactive). For further details on chemical control either consult the
“Northern Territory Weed Management Handbook” located at www.nt.gov.au/environment/weeds that provides
control options for a number of weed species or consult with Weed Management Branch.
Chemical control:








Read the SafeWork Procedure.
Use the most appropriate chemical.
Read instructions to ensure appropriate application rates and protective clothing is worn.
Apply the chemical during suitable weather conditions (i.e. do not spray during rain)
MSDS sheets are kept for chemicals and they are stored and transported in the recommended manner.
Ensure only the weeds are sprayed and not surrounding vegetation.
If possible plant material should be removed and placed in a sealed double plastic bag. The plastic bag
requires burial or encapsulation.

Mechanical control:




In cases where plants can be removed by hand, plant material should be placed in a sealed double
plastic bag.
All plant material placed in a plastic bag needs to be either buried to a depth of at least 0.5 metres.
If tools (e.g. shovels) are used to remove the weeds check for the presence of seeds and clean if
required.

Monitoring:
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Areas of weed infestation that are undergoing weed management require monitoring to ensure no regrowth. Monitoring frequency and duration should reflect the potential seed viability.
Areas to be disturbed in the vicinity of the weed occurrence need to be monitored for potential weed
germination.
Designated wash down areas must be monitored after rain events for the germination of any seeds. If
weeds germinate refer to the Control section above.

4.3




Reporting

Any significant infestations of Class A weeds are to be reported to Department of Land Resource
Management.
Monitoring of rehabilitated disturbance includes checklists to identify weed infestation.
Review of data and summary of weed management activities in annual Mining Management Plan
reporting.

5. RESPONSIBILITIES
The Site supervisor/Senior Geologist or a delegate shall:




Approve policy and procedure,
Ensure contactors and staff are aware of the Weed Management Plan and Hygiene requirements, and
Work with contractors, field and environmental personnel to implement management measures to
prevent and control the spread of weeds.

Delegated onsite personnel:








Ensure contactors and staff are aware of the Weed Management Plan and Hygiene requirements,
Inspect equipment and complete hygiene checklist (including filing),
Plan and implement weed management programs
Track progress of management measures,
Monitor the designated wash or clean down area and areas of weed control,
Educate staff and contractors of weed species and obligations, and
If required ensure weed management measures are discussed during daily/tool box meetings.

Site personnel shall:




Report weeds to Environmental personnel or delegated onsite person immediately,
Follow weed management requirements, and
Ensure hygiene inspections are completed and equipment washed down when moving between sites.
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APPENDIX A – IDENTIFICATION DETAILS FOR THE WEED SPECIES
THAT OCCUR IN THE TENEMENT AREAS – OTHER THAN LISTED IN
THE ‘NT WEED DECK’:
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