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1. Introduction 

 

Prodigy Gold NL (Prodigy) is a small exploration company located in Western Australia with an 

extensive portfolio of tenements in the Northern Territory. 

 

This Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP) has been prepared by Prodigy in support of its application 

for an Authorisation to undertake exploration work on tenements held in the North Arunta project 

area.  

 

This BMP describes the framework employed by Prodigy for management of biodiversity values 

including safeguards and controls developed to ensure environmental impacts are minimised and 

outlines monitoring procedures and environmental management throughout the project areas.   

 

The BMP will be reviewed annually to maintain relevance to all aspects of the project as part of the 

North Arunta Mining Management Plan annual review. 

 

 

1.1 Project Background 

 

Prodigy is holder of group of Exploration Licences in the North Arunta region centred approximately 

350 kilometres north of Alice Springs.  Prodigy acquired the majority of the tenements in 2010 and has 

conducted intermittent work on the project area since that time (Figure 1). 

 

The project area was managed by another party under the terms of a Joint Venture Agreement and 

management of the project has recently been returned to Prodigy following the termination of the 

joint venture.   

 

1.1  Objectives 

 

The BMP has been prepared to cover all activities associated with exploration in the North Arunta 

project area that may impact diversity values in the region.  The objectives of this BMP are to: 

 

• Define the statutory obligations that must be fulfilled; 

• Provide a framework for effective environmental management during exploration on the 

project area; and  

• Assign clear responsibilities for the implementation of specific environmental undertakings. 
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2. Implementation 

2.1 Responsibilities 

 

All Prodigy employees and contractors are responsible for the implementation of, and compliance 

with, this BMP.  Key personnel are responsible for communicating environmental matters and ensuring 

management practices and procedures are being implemented.  Those key personnel are the 

Exploration Manager and the Project Manager.  

 

 

 

Figure 2: Prodigy’s Management Structure 

 

 

2.2 Environmental induction, training and awareness  

 

Managers are responsible for identifying training and competency requirements for personnel under 

their control, and for ensuring that personnel have the requisite competencies, skills and training to 

carry out their assigned tasks. Managers are also responsible for ensuring training records are 

maintained. 

 

Induction 

All staff, contractors, and consultants complete a site induction.  The induction includes safety 

requirements, site behaviour rules, access protocols and restrictions, cultural requirements and 

commitments, and a comprehensive review of environmental risks, responsibilities and standards.   
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Toolbox meetings 

The field supervisor will hold regular toolbox talks with staff and crews to discuss issues associated 

with the scheduled work. The toolbox meetings will involve highlighting and discussing relevant 

environmental and safety issues.  Toolbox meeting agendas, attendance and outcomes will be 

recorded and maintained, as they will form the main stream of communication between the upper 

management and on-site staff.   

 

In-house training 

Regular training will be offered for personnel; this will include, but not be limited to, training in 

pollution/spill management and response, incident reporting, fire-fighting and weed identification. 

 

2.3 Reporting requirements 

 

Mining Management Plan 

Prodigy will submit an updated Mining Management Plan (MMP) as required under section 41 (1) of 

the Mining Management Act 2011 (NT) annually or if any amendments to the approved exploration 

program in the MMP are proposed.  A revised version of the BMP will be included if any significant 

changes are proposed. 

 

Incident reporting and non-conformance 

An incident report form is to be completed to record any safety or environmental non-conformances 

or incidents.  The incident report form is to be forwarded to the Project Manager and Exploration 

Manager.  Incidents will be reported to the Department of Primary Industry and Resources (DPIR) in 

accordance with the requirements of Section 29 of the Mining Management Act 2011. 

 

Incidents will be investigated and, where relevant, corrective actions nominated and implemented.  

The Project Manager and Exploration Manager are responsible for ensuring all incidents are thoroughly 

investigated, managed accordingly, reported to the DPIR and included in the annual MMP update. 

 

2.4  Monitoring  

 

Monitoring will be undertaken to verify compliance with environmental commitments as part of the 

exploration rehabilitation process and recorded in the rehabilitation register. 

 

2.5 Document management 

 

Any improvements identified during implementation of the plan will be incorporated into the BMP 

which will be reviewed annually and updated as required. 
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3. Biodiversity at risk 

The North Arunta projects falls within two major bioregions in the Northern Territory, the Tanami 

Bioregion (which covers the north western exploration tenements) and the Burt Plain Bioregion which 

holds the north-east and south-east tenements of the North Arunta project. See Figure 3. 

The Project Area is also covered by the Southern Tanami Indigenous Protection Area and Prodigy works 

in close co-operation with Traditional Owners and the Central Land Council to ensure exploration is 

conducted in a manner which is consistent with the principles of the Southern Tanami Indigenous 

Protected Area Plan of Management. 

 

3.1 Paleochannel habitat 

 

Interpreted paleochannels are shown in Figure 3.  It is unlikely that paleochannels would be impacted 

by exploration drilling.  Drilling and rehabilitation of holes is completed as per the DPIR Guideline 

Construction and Rehabilitation of Exploration Drill Sites (V1.0 13 July 2016) – see Appendix 1.  

Management of hazardous materials is managed as per Prodigy’s Hazardous Materials management 

guideline (Section 4).  

 

All prospects that Prodigy is currently proposing to drill are located outside of the interpreted 

paleochannels.  Should that situation change, this BMP will be revised to provide any measures 

necessary to manage potential impacts. 

 

3.2 Flora  

 

Results from a search conducted on the NT Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

website indicated no threatened species have been recorded with the North Arunta project area.  

However, results from the grid cells surrounding the project area indicate that two threatened species 

may be found in the area.  The two species are Typhonium and Dwarf Desert Spike Rush and NT 

Government information sheets regarding these species have been included in Appendix 2. 

 

DENR advise that a section of the Hanson River flows through EL26825 and aerial imagery shows 

sporadic riparian vegetation along this waterways.  Currently no activities are proposed near the 

Hanson River.  Should any ground disturbance be proposed in proximity to the Hanson River, 

appropriate buffers will be maintained between drainage lines and exploration activities in accordance 

with the NT Land Clearing Guidelines.  

 

Prodigy staff and contractors are required to document the location of any threatened flora species 

as per the Company’s Ground Disturbance management guideline (Section 4.)  

 

A copy of Prodigy’s Weed Management plan (including vehicle cleaning procedures) was provided 

with the North Arunta MMP.  
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3.3 Fauna 

Results from the search conducted on the DENR website indicate that four threatened species, listed 

in Table 1 below, have been recorded in the North Arunta Project area. 

Table 1: Threatened species recorded in the North Arunta project area 

Common Name  Scientific Name NT Status National Status 

Grey Falcon Falco hypoleucos VU - 

Greater Bilby Macrotis lagotis VU VU 

Black-footed Rock-wallaby Petrogale lateralis - VU 

Southern Marsupial Mole Notoryctes typhlops VU EN 

VU - Vulnerable 

EN - Endangered  

 

NT Government information sheets regarding these threatened species have been included in 

Appendix 2. 

 

In addition, the species listed in Table 2, have been recorded in the grid cells surrounding the project 

area and may potentially be found in the area.  

Table 2: Threatened species recorded in grid cells in which the North Arunta project occurs 

Common Name  Scientific Name NT Status National Status 

Great Desert Skink Liopholis kintorei VU VU 

Malleefowl Leipoa ocellata CR VU 

Princess Parrot Polytelis alexandrae VU VU 

Night Parrot Pezoporus occidentalis CR EN 

Brush-tailed Mulgara Dasycercus blythi VU VU 

Crest-tailed Mulgara Dasycercus cristicauda VU EN 

Golden Bandicoot Isoodon auratus EN VU 

Common Brushtail Possum 

(southern)  

Trichosurus vulpecula 

vulpecula 

EN - 

VU - Vulnerable 

EN - Endangered  

CR – Critically Endangered 
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  Figure 4: North Arunta NR Maps Flora and Fauna Sightings 
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4. Biodiversity management plans  

4.1 Hazardous materials management summary  

 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 

OBJECTIVES To ensure that transport, storage and handling of dangerous goods 
on-site does not cause environmental harm or harm to people.  

To minimise potential for land contamination.  

 

TARGETS No harm to environment or people resulting from transport, storage 
and handling of dangerous goods.  

Compliance with the required standards for the transport, handling 
and storage of chemicals and hazardous goods. 

ACTIONS Hydrocarbons will be stored in appropriately bunded areas according 
to Australian standards (e.g. AS1940:1993).  

Any licences required for storage will be obtained.  

Bunding will be inspected for damage regularly and repaired as soon 
as is practicable if any damage is detected.  

Hazardous substances will be stored on site in accordance with the 
relevant legislative requirements and guidelines.  

Key personnel will be trained in the appropriate handling of the 
various chemicals/ dangerous goods to be stored on site.  

Personnel working with dangerous goods will be aware of handling, 
storage and disposal requirements and as appropriate, have received 
relevant training.  

Spill kits will be available where hazardous materials are used and 
stored and personnel trained in correct use.  

Refuelling shall not be done within 100 metres of a watercourse.  

MONITORING Storage facilities will be inspected regularly (at least weekly) and any 
resulting recommendations and corrective actions shall be 
implemented. 

Record in Environmental Observations and Incident Register 

REVIEW & 

REPORTING 

Reporting of any incidents internally and to DPIR in accordance with 
Section 29 of the Mining Management Act. 

Summary of any incidents to be provided in annual MMP reporting. 

 

 

  



12 

 

 

Biodiversity Management Plan Status: Active July 2020 

 – North Arunta V1.1  

 

4.2 Ground disturbance management summary 

GROUND DISTURBANCE MANAGEMENT 

OBJECTIVES To minimise disturbance to vegetation and soil as far as possible in 
accordance with the NT Land Clearing Guidelines. 

To avoid disturbance to key vegetation communities that may impact 
on significant flora or fauna species. 

TARGETS No disturbance to key vegetation communities. 

Minimise disturbance of areas with higher risk of soil erosion. 

No damage to Desert Walnut, Bloodwood and minimal disturbance to 
mature trees exceeding two metres, as required under Aboriginal 
Land Access agreements. 

ACTIONS Inductions, training and supervision of exploration personnel to 
ensure clearing is kept to a minimum. 

Use of appropriate machinery where practicable.  

Where possible use blade up clearing technics that cut vegetation at 
the stem while leaving the root stock in situ, thus minimising soil 
disturbance. 

Avoid significant vegetation by altering the positioning of tracks, pads 
and camps. 

Limit drill pads and trench sizes to reflect operational requirements 
whilst achieving minimal disturbance. 

Utilise existing roads, tracks, fence lines or open cross country routes 
to gain access into a tenement or prospect area.   

Minimise clearing of tracks and ensure that vehicle movements are 
restricted to cleared access tracks or nominated tracks. 

Avoid long straight traverses and follow contours as much as 
possible. 

Utilise ‘cross-country’ tracks as much as possible (i.e. no clearing). 

Field personnel to be familiar with identification of Desert Walnut and 
Bloodwood species (i.e. through induction process) and avoid areas 
containing these species. 

Avoid field activities during wet conditions to minimise risk of 
vehicle/equipment bogging. 

MONITORING Regular inspections of work sites, tracks and camp areas, including 
photo monitoring. 

GPS coordinates and photographs of suspected evidence of 
threatened flora are to be recorded by field personnel. 

Record in Environmental Observations and Incident Register. 

REVIEW & 

REPORTING 

Report any significant disturbance to key vegetation communities as 
an incident to DPIR, in accordance with Section 29 of the Mining 
Management Act. 

Review of monitoring data and summary of disturbance activities in 
annual MMP reporting. 
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4.3 Fauna management summary  

FAUNA MANAGEMENT 

OBJECTIVES To minimise disturbance and potential impact to fauna as far as 
practicable. 

To avoid introduction of non-native fauna species. 

To avoid interaction with fauna as far as practicable. 

To report sightings of threatened species. 

TARGETS No impact on native fauna (i.e. injuries or death), especially species 
of conservation significance. 

No introductions of non-native fauna species. 

No loss of viable topsoil during clearing processes 

No vegetation clearing beyond approvals 

ACTIONS To dissuade dingoes, feral cats, red foxes and other scavengers from 
entering camps, food scraps are to be burnt, standing water is to be 
avoided, access to effluent is to be restricted and feeding and any 
other interaction with fauna is not permitted. 

Field personnel are prohibited from killing or attempting to handle 
snakes and any other fauna.  Dangerous snakes are encouraged to 
leave the camp or worksite and if this is unsuccessful, they may be 
relocated unharmed. 

Field personnel are not permitted to bring any domesticated animals 
to the Project Area and are prohibited from interacting or interfering 
with any wild fauna. 

Areas proposed to be cleared for tracks or future drill pads are 
inspected for burrows prior to vegetation clearing. Signs of suspected 
Greater Bilby or Great Desert Skink burrows are to be identified by a 
qualified and experienced ecologist. Where active habitation by 
Greater Bilby or Great Desert Skink is identified, a 50m buffer is 
required around the burrows with access tracks and drill pads sited to 
avoid impacts.  

If a Grey Falcon nest or suspected nest is encountered, a minimum 
buffer distance of 300m should be maintained to reduce disturbance.  

If a suspected Night Parrot sighting occurs work in that location 
should cease immediately and DENR and the Night Parrot Recovery 
team should be notified. 

Keep vehicle speeds to a minimum and avoid driving during periods 
of peak fauna activity (e.g. sunrise/sunset, night-time). 

Vehicles and equipment entering/leaving the Project Area will be 
inspected and cleaned to lower the probability transporting small 
species of introduced animals (e.g. rodents, ants). 
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MONITORING Regular inspections of work sites, tracks and camp areas. 

GPS coordinates and photographs of suspected evidence of 
significant fauna, such as scats, tracks, scratchings or burrows, are to 
be recorded by field personnel. 

Record in the Environmental Observations and Incident Register. 

REVIEW & 

REPORTING 

Report any significant fauna deaths (i.e. species of conservation 
significance) as an incident to DPIR, in accordance with requirements 
of Section 29 of the Mining Management Act. 

Report any suspected sightings of a Night Parrot to DENR/Night 
Parrot Recovery Team. 

Report any high density populations of feral animals (e.g. camels) to 
government authorities (e.g. DENR). 

Review of data and summary of fauna injuries/deaths in annual MMP 
reporting. 

 


